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NEWS RELEASE
LEGACIES OF JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH EXPLORED
DURING FIRST TUESDAY LECTURE AT UD
DAYTON, Ohio -Bach scholar Raymond Erickson will explore the varied legacies of
the German composer and organist in "Bach After 250 Years," a free and public discussion in
the University of Dayton's First Tuesday lecture series.
The event will be at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 4, in Sears Recital Hall in the Jesse Philips
~umanities

Center on campus. For more information, call the UD music office at (937) 22~-

3936.
'

"This lecture is planned to assess anew the music of Johann Sebastian Bach on the 250th
anniversary of his death in 1750," said Richard Benedum, professor of music and founder of
the Dayton Bach Society. "It will also serve to preview the Bach Society's May performance of
his Mass in B Minor, considered by many to be the greatest composition of all time."

Mass in B Minor will be performed at 4 p.m. Sunday, May 7, at the Seventh-Day
Adventist Church at 3939 Stonebridge Road in Kettering. For more information, call the Dayton
Bach Society at (937) 256-2224.
Erickson, dean of arts and humanities and professor of music at Queens College of the
City University of New York, was a piano protege of renowned Bach scholar Margaretha:
Lohmann of California and received his doctorate in musicology at Yale University. He is
currently editing a book which presents Bach in his cultural context, including the political,
religious, architectural, dance, theatrical and musical environments of his time. The material for
his lecture comes from a chapter for the book Erickson titled The Legacies ofJ. S. Bach.
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"I start with the hypothesis that, of all the composers of Western music, there are more
cultural threads woven into the music of Johann Sebastian Bach than any other composer
before or since- including Mozart, Beethoven, Wagner and Stravinsky," Erickson said. "I
think that comes in part from Bach's own historical curiosity- he incorporates his knowledge
and experiences into his music.
"I think the essence of the lecture will be to paint a picture of Bach as a man who
inherited a number of different historical, musical and political legacies, and to provide some
grounding as to why he was widely considered the most universal of composers. His music is
very rich in a cultural sense -with ideas originating in music from the Middle Ages,
Renaissance and baroque eras - and he benefited from virtually every patronage that existed in
his world. I would argue that studying the music of Bach is like studying the history of Western
civilization."
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For media interviews, call Richard Benedum at (937) 229-3986 and Raymond Erickson at
(718) 997-5790.

